
Driving into T&R Contracting’s property on 
Padgett Road used to be like driving into, well, a 
gravel pit.

“It was intimidating for some (residential garden-
ers) to come up here,” says Bonnie Robinson, one of 
the new owners of the company.

Now, the front end of the operation looks more like 
a nursery or garden centre than a gravel pit, minus 
the plants. It’s a gardener’s or landscaper’s paradise. 
Various kinds of soil, sand, gravel, crushed rock, 
decorative rock are piled in organized concrete bins. 
They’re clearly labelled and prices per tonne or yard 
or pail are listed on easy-to-read signs.

The signs show that it’s substantially cheaper to buy 
in bulk, compared to getting a bag of the same mate-
rial from a retail store.

A friendly worker helps you find what you’re look-
ing for, offers advice for your project, and then helps 
you load up a bucket or a truck, or arrange for deliv-
ery.

While commercial and industrial work remains at 
the core of T&R Contracting’s business, it’s clear that 
residential gardening and landscaping is getting a lot 
of attention from the new owners.

That will be particularly evident at T&R’s booth in 
the Powell River Home + Garden Show April 24 & 25, 
and during the company’s grand opening on Mother’s 
Day May 10, with free coffee, doughnuts and a draw 
for two yards of soil delivered inside the city limits.

It’s also evident in many of the new products be-
ing carried at T&R. Soil Amender, made by Har-
vest Power, is a certified organic compost-based soil 
amendment made using high and low temperature 
composting phases. Rich in organic matter and nutri-
ents, it’s weed-free and great for growing gardens and 
flowers, says Bonnie. The amender increases the wa-
ter-holding capacity of soil, and gives it good texture 
and aeration, stimulating healthy root development.

By mixing Soil Amender with sand from Cranber-
ry pit, T&R also creates two other soil blends. Turf 
Blend, a free-draining compost-based soil meant for 
lawns. It’s ideal for new sod or seed installations, and 
for topdressing existing lawns. Garden Blend keeps 
soil fertile and porous. It’s ready to use on outdoor 
plants, flowers, trees, shrubs, vegetables, giving big-
ger yields, massive blooms and rapid growth. Both 
meet the standards of Harvest Power so are co-brand-
ed. They also use Soil Amender in their aged mulch.

Gardeners are also excited to find that T&R has 
loads of mushroom manure and fresh organic com-

posted fish mulch. The dark black fish compost is 
made from fir, cedar and hemlock hogged and mixed-
with equal amount of fish compost. It adds nutrients 
with each watering to lawns, flower beds and vegeta-
ble gardens. Since this is the time of year to build up 
soil, both are bound to go fast.

T&R brings in sand, gravel and drain rock from 
the Cranberry Pit, and creates a variety of crushed 
rock products at its West Lake Quarry. Combined 
products make road mulch for everything from re-
source roads to driveways to garden paths. They can 
also provide rip rap for wall building, and even hand-
picked boulders several feet across.

In addition to the rock crusher, excavators, dump 
trucks and compactor one might expect to find at a 
sand and gravel company, T&R has also purchased a 
stone slinger, a truck that can throw dirt and gravel 
across a yard with accuracy, eliminating many hours 
of shoveling and raking, and often getting where a 
standard dump truck couldn’t reach. 
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Shaun and Raeann Gloslee, of Shaun Gloslee Excavating, and Dan and Bonnie Robinson of Rural Septic Services, pur-
chased T&R Contracting from Mark Hassett last fall. The team also owns Coast Hydro Excavating with another partner.

Not just a gravel pit anymore

T&R Contracting
has all the dirt for 
your yard & garden

Above, the rock crusher at work in the quarry. Below, 
the newly cemented storage areas for the garden 
centre products.
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